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2018 Marks the 100th Anniversary 
of the end of world war one 

 

The Conflict Begins 

Story from Veterans Affairs Web Site 

An assassination in Sarajevo in June 1914, went almost 
unnoticed in Canada. Few Canadians expected that it would 
lead to war; fewer still anticipated the sacrifices Canada 
would be called to make. Yet the war was to change the 
world they lived in, and in a very real sense the Canadian 
nation was born on the battlefields of Europe. 
 
International relations in Europe in the summer of 1914 
were, apparently, quiet: but great tensions existed under the 
surface. The Great European Powers were ranged against 
each other in two alliances—The Triple Alliance (Germany, 
Austria-Hungary and Italy) and the Triple Entente (France, 
Russia and Great Britain). The situation was heightened by 
economic and imperial rivalries, national pride, the 
nationalism of new countries, ambitious statesmen, the 
instability of eastern Europe (particularly the Balkans where 
the Ottoman Empire was collapsing) and the constant talk of 
wars somewhere. All the ingredients were there for a small 
international fire to become a raging inferno. Once started 
by those fatal shots, efforts to stop the blaze proved futile. 
 
On Sunday, June 28, 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to 
the Austro-Hungarian throne, was shot and killed by a 
Serbian nationalist during a visit to Sarajevo in Bosnia. 
Convinced that the Serbian government was involved in the 
plot, Austria-Hungary, supported by Germany, sent a harsh 
ultimatum to Serbia. Although Serbia met nearly every 
demand, Austria-Hungary, bent on conquest, declared war. 
The fire spread. Russia, the self-proclaimed protector of the 
Slav nations, mobilized. Germany demanded promises of 
peace from Russia and France and, when there was no 
answer, declared war on Russia on August 1, and on France 
two days later. France looked to Britain for support. 
Although Britain was not bound by a formal treaty to join 
France in a war, Sir Edward Gray, the Foreign Secretary, had 
made an informal agreement with the French. Then, on 
August 4, the German Army on its way to France invaded 
neutral Belgium. Britain sent an ultimatum demanding 
withdrawal of German troops and reminding Germany of the 
Treaty of 1839 guaranteeing Belgium's neutrality, to which  

Prussia (effectively the predecessor of Germany) was also a 
signatory. Unanswered, the ultimatum expired at midnight on 
August 4. Britain was at war. And 
 
when Britain was at war, Canada was at war. That was her 
sole obligation. How Canada reacted to the war and what 
measures she took in support of Britain was up to her own 
government. 
 
It was with a spirit of light-hearted optimism and exuberant 
enthusiasm that Britain and her Empire went to war. It would 
be exciting; it would be good for business; and the boys 
would be home by Christmas. They did not know that four 
years of death and destruction lay ahead in a war 
revolutionized by high explosive shells, rapid-firing machine 
guns, poison gas, mighty dreadnoughts, stealthy submarines, 
and airplanes. Nor did they know that it would destroy 
thousands of young men and transform society. 

On October 29, the German Army made one final effort to 
reach the Channel ports. In the First Battle of Ypres, in a little 
corner of Belgium known as Flanders, the British 
Expeditionary Force and their French allies held against 
overwhelming odds and the ports were saved. Unfortunately 
in these early campaigns Britain lost the greater part of her 
precious regular army, while the efforts to protect the Ypres 
Salient were to be even more costly in the future. 
 

2018 Newly Elected Branch 92 Executive - May 8 2018 
 

President Wes Rideout 

 1 st Vice President Janet Gaylord  

2 nd Vice President Bob Howard  

3 rd Vice President Ray Foster  

Executive Members  

Anne Parker, Jim McGee, Deborah McGee, Gloria 

MacMillan, John Robertson, Doug Johnston  
 

Secretary/Treasurer Bill Beswetherick  
 

Alfie Read was also sworn in as the new Service Officer 

replacing Dan Spencer who has held the position for 

many years. 

The new members were sworn in by Ray Gilroy 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      for more information go to : www.rclbranch92.com 

       contact us at:  rclbr92@bellnet.ca or 613 382-3023 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LEGION GENERAL MEETING - TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 11 , 7 PM 

LEGION AUXILIARY GENERAL MEETING - TUESDAY September 18 , 7 PM 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   Aug 12 and 19  - "1000 Islands Got Talent" - Auditions -Winner earns $300  

             Auditions will be held at the Legion # 92 Branch 55 King St. E 

             Acts should be no longer than 3 min, Pick up applications at   

             Absolute Hair & Spa 123 King Street, or Donevan's Hardware 135 King Street 

            Contestants will be performing at the Legion Sept 22 
 

Aug 22 - Dedication of Veterans Stones at Carveth Care Centre,   Summer Dress 

Aug 31- Meat Draw - starting at 5pm, ending at 7pm 

Sept 2 - Brunch at the Legion - $10 per Adult, Children 6 to 10  $5, under 6 Free 

Sept 22 - 1000 Islands got Talent Finale - Will be at the Legion Br. 92 in Gananoque.  

                The Finale benefits the Special People's and Christmas party in November 
 

August & September 2018 

Amiens – Spearhead of Victory 
By Bill Beswetherick 
 

Few Canadians are aware that one hundred years ago, 
on Aug. 8, 1918, Canadian and Australian soldiers 
inflicted a crushing defeat on the German army near 
the French city of Amiens. The battle was the start of a 
series of Allied victories that ended on Nov. 11 when 
Germany accepted  armistice terms that ended the war. 
 

On 21 March 1918,  the German army began a series of 
offensives in a last effort to gain a final victory. Just two 
weeks later, it had advanced up 50 kilometers and had 
killed or captured 200,000 Allied soldiers. German guns 
were close enough to shell Paris. 
 

By June, however, the German offensive had stalled 
after her army had suffered one million casualties. 
Although total victory no longer was possible, German 
commander Erich Ludendorff  believed the Allies would 
suffer such heavy losses attempting to liberate France 
they would agree to a negotiated peace. He wrote on 
Jul. 15: “We should wish for nothing better than to see 
the enemy launch and offensive, which can but hasten 
the disintegration of his forces.” 
 

Three weeks later, the Canadians and Australian Corps  

took up his challenge. Both were elite forces 
consisting entirely of volunteers and would attack side 
by side east of Amiens.  At 4:20 in the morning of Aug. 
8, infantry left their trenches in a heavy fog. To 
complete the element of surprise, there was no 
preliminary artillery barrage. At the Somme in late 
1916, the Canadian Corps took two months to 
advance just three kilometres. Twelve days after the 
start of the Amiens offensive, the Canadian Corps  
advanced 20 kilometres and had captured 9,000 
Germans. The victory was costly: 11,882 Canadians 
killed and wounded. Erich Ludendorff, who had 
welcomed an Allied attack, declared: “August 8 was 
the black day of the German Army and in the history of 
the war.” The Kaiser responded:“The war must be 
ended.”   
 

8 Aug claimed the lives of four local men: George 
Adair, age 21, Ellis Gibbins age 30, Amayas Samson age 
19, and Donald Turner age 19. He had enlisted at age 
16. Martin Flynn, age 35, was killed 9 Aug. 
Following Amiens, the Allies launched a series of 
successful attacks all along the Western Front, often 
spearheaded by the Canadian Corps. Amiens, 
however, was the decisive battle. It convinced German 
military leaders that the war was lost. The Great War 
lasted over four years and claimed the lives of 58 local 
men: 15 lost their lives during the three months from 
Amiens to the armistice. 
 


