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Past President Cliff Weir 

Submitted by Bill Beswetherick  

 

Cliff Weir has been the longest serving President of 
the Gananoque Legion since it was formed in April 
1927,  90 years ago. He has served as President for 
nine years, from 2009 until Jun 2017, when he handed 
over the reins of office to Wes Rideout.  
Cliff joined the Royal Canadian Legion while he was 
serving as a cook in the Royal Canadian Navy during 
his service in Masset, a base on British Columbia’s 
Queen Charlotte Islands. After leaving the navy, he 
served as a cook and then as a senior administrator in 
Corrections Canada before settling in Gananoque with 
his wife, Judy.  
In 2005 Cliff became a member of the Gananoque 
Legion and immediately proved to be an enthusiastic 
volunteer. He was elected to the Branch Executive in 
2005 and immediately volunteered to be responsible 
for House and Property, a major task involving looking 
after a building that had not undergone any significant 
improvements during the previous 25 years. His first 
task was to undertake improvements to the kitchen, 
the washrooms, and the heating system to improve 
efficiency and safety. 
In 2009 Cliff was elected as President. His nine years in 
that office have seen significant improvements to this 
Branch. He immediately initiated a metal reclamation 
programme. Assisted by comrades John Robertson 
and Carl Duff, he collected and sold scrap metal and 
over the past eight years raised over $90,000 for the 
Building Fund. This allowed significant improvements 
to the Gananoque And District Food Bank which has 
occupied the basement since 1982. It should be noted 
that as part of Cliff’s work in the community, he served 
for six years as Chair of the Food Bank. The funds 
raised from the metal reclamation programme also 
allowed for a major change to the kitchen. This has 
significantly improved its efficiency. Unfortunately, for 
various reasons, the metal reclamation programme 
has had to stop operating.  

 

In 2008, even before Cliff was elected as Branch 
President, he initiated the monthly Sunday Brunches that 
now attract an average of 175 people, although some 
have attracted more than 200 people. These Brunches 
have been a significant source of revenue for our Branch 
Building Fund and have attracted some citizens to join 
the Legion. Even before joining the Legion Cliff had been 
involved in the Shore Breakfasts during the Festival of 
the Islands. 
Cliff’s work in the community and his work in the 
Gananoque Legion were recognized in 2011 when he was 
named Chamber of Commerce Citizen of the Year. 
Finally, Cliff was the driving force in getting two Ontario 
Government Trillium Grants worth almost $140,000. 
These grants have allowed the Branch to have a new roof 
at a cost of over $100,000 as well as other improvements 
such as a new Heating, Ventilation, and Cooling Systems.  
Many thanks to Cliff for his outstanding service to the 
Gananoque Legion since he became a member 12 years 
ago. Much our current success is directly the result of his 
dedication and his leadership. 
 

 

Photo of Cliff and John with metal reclamation keeping 

our town free of discarded metal items.   

Hard working and generous legionnaires  



 

 

 

 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

June 4th, Sunday, 9am - 12:30pm   
Last President's Brunch for the season  
June 16th, Friday, 7 pm 
Billy Bridger - Live Music Entertainment 
July 1st , 11:30 to 2 pm 
Smoked Meat Sandwich, chips, and a beverage  
all for only $9 – children only $5 
Weekly Events 
Wednesdays 1pm - Euchre  
Wednesdays 7pm - Ladies Darts 
Thursdays  7pm, Early Bird 6:15pm -  LA Bingo 
Fridays  7 to 10pm - Mixed Fun Darts  

Saturdays Noon - Ladies Darts 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME !! SEE YOU SOON!!! 
Go to our Facebook page and Web page for lots more 
information, photos and events 

LEGION GENERAL MEETING 

TUESDAY JUNE  13TH, 7PM  

LEGION AUXILIARY GENERAL MEETING 

TUESDAY JUNE  20TH, 7PM 

New 2017 Executive Branch 92 
 

The results of the election are as follows:  
President Wes Rideout  
1st Vice President  Ray Foster  
2nd Vice President Owen Fitzgerald  
3rd Vice President Anne Parker 
 

Executive Members :Bob Howard, Janet Gaylord, 
John Robertson, Alfie Read, Ron Knapton, Doug 
Johnston and Heather Thomson 
 

Secretary Bill Beswetherick,  Manager Ann DeWolfe,     
Reverend Harold Miller  (was appointed as Branch 
Padre)  and Glen Parker (as Sergeant at Arms) 
 

President’s Report Cliff Weir, outgoing Branch 
President,  thanked all comrades for their support 
during the nine years that he was their President. He 
noted that for the Branch to succeed it needed new 
members who are willing to support the newly-
elected President with their advice and work.  
 

Newly-elected President Wes Rideout thanked Cliff 
Weir for his nine years of outstanding service to the 
Branch as its President. 
 

Thank you to Comrade Ralph McMullen, the newly 
elected Commander of Zone G-2, for conducting the 
annual election of the new Executive for Branch 92. 

 
 
 

Join us for our monthly  

Presidents Sunday Brunch 
Our Past President Cliff's last brunch  

June 4th - 9am to 12:30 pm 

Adults $10 includes your plate FULL  

eggs, sausage, bacon, pancakes, home fries, 
beans, and so much more, along with all the 
condiments like tomatoes, jam, coffee, juices, 

etc.  
Children welcome, so bring the whole family 

and enjoy.  
 SMILES ARE FREE FOR ALL. :-) 

 

 

The Legion Medal of Excellence was awarded to  
MCpl Alexia Hebert-Potter during the Royal Canadian 
Army Cadet Corps 17th Annual Review on 27 May 2017 
L to R - Anne Parker, MCpl Alexia Hebert-Potter, Glen 
Parker and Owen Fitzgerald 
the Branch gives the 492 Cadet corps $900 annually and  
the Gananoque Legion Poppy Fund also  gave the Cadet 
Corps $1,750 this year.   

Canada 150 and Legion 90 
Saturday  July 1st From 11:30 to 2 pm 

Celebrate Canada’s 150 the Birthday Day at the 
Gananoque Legion’s 90th birthday 

with a Smoked Meat Sandwich, chips, and a beverage 
all for only $9 – children only $5. 

Celebrate Branch 92 Legion's 90th for $9 


