
March 3 2021, Plans for the Town Hall Park and Gananoque Cenotaph 

 

Honourable Mayor Ted Lojko                  

and Councillors 

 

My name is Janet Gaylord. I have been on the RC Legion Br92 Executive since 2007 and RC 

Legion Zone G2 PRO. I am a recent recipient of Life Membership.  In 2019 I was awarded the 

"Minister of Veterans Affairs Commendation" which I received for the planning, construction, 

continual fundraising, weekly and yearly maintenance, ceremony planning as the Chair of the 

Lansdowne Community Veteran Memorial to honour all who gave their lives and those who 

served in times of war and peace. I also am on the executive of the Leeds and Thousand 

Islands Historical Society and many more heritage committees.  

 

At a recent meeting of the RC Legion Gananoque Br 92 it was brought to our attention of the 

plans for the park surrounding the Town of Gananoque Hall. I do wholly support any plans 

that make outdoor activities assessable to all including the areas that can be used for 

upcoming events and weekly markets. 

I do not agree or support any plan that includes the relocation of the Gananoque Cenotaph. 

Over 100 years ago the community members of the Town and surrounding area worked 

together to raise the funds for a memorial to commemorate and honour the family members, 

friends and fellow citizens of the area who gave the ultimate sacrifice for us all during the 

World War. December 16th, 2020 was the 100th Anniversary of the unveiling of the 'Soldiers 

Monument" we were unable to publicly gather because of the COVID Lockdown for health 

safety but this does not mean we did not honour them in our own ways. The area youth did 

not give up and painted messages on 100 rocks to surround the memorial starting before 

November 11th, 2020. the fact that even our youth understand the sacrifice people have 

given to better their lives speaks volumes and brings tears to my eyes as I share this with you 

today. 

 

The Brass Soldier on top of the Gananoque Cenotaph bearing the names or our area fallen 

draws attention to all residents and visitors to Gananoque weather they think about it or not 

it is part of our lives. The pride and work to erect the monument over 100 years ago should 

not ever be dismissed with it being moved but if anything, continually honoured, maintained 

and enhanced. With final consultation with the community and Legion Members I would 

support the plan that leaves the Gananoque Cenotaph and the cairn that honours Private 

Harry Brown, one of the only 94 Canadians awarded the Victoria Cross which was created in 

1856. The addition of surrounding the area with bricked so that it is more accessible to all 

year round would be a wonderful gesture that I would wholly stand behind and help support 

in any way needed. 

 



Thank you for all the past and present years of work that the Town has done to ensure the 

Memorial is Maintained. Feel free to contact me at any time. Stay Safe 

 

'Lest We Forget' 

Janet Gaylord 

Zone G2 PRO and Branch 92 Gananoque Executive Member 

613 539-5746, jgaylord@1000island.net 


