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Ontario Command President, Sharon McKeown 
      
Comrades. First, THANK YOU for the 

opportunity to guide our great Command, 

over the next two years. It is truly an honour 

to serve you, the membership, as your 

Provincial President.  

 

Your Senior Officers have assembled a great 

team of knowledgeable and experienced 

Committee Chairmen, to work for you, and 

with our District and Zone Officers, over the 

term, as your Provincial Executive Council. 

 

A big THANK YOU to past PEC members, 

and a warm welcome to the new, with help 

from all, together we will keep Ontario strong 

and progressive, to meet the challenges and demands of the 21
st
 century!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
During the term, as a Command, we will build on strengths, identify and remedy 

weaknesses. With our goal, to do what is necessary to improve our financial position, 

while assisting branches, maintaining programs, and providing all with the training and 

tools to sustain our viability into the future. Change won’t be for the sake of change 

alone, nor overnight, but, it will always be for the better of our Command and 

membership. Please be receptive, willing to try. Too often great ideas meet resistance 

and defeat, simply based on it being different from what’s been done before. Give 

change a chance, as we work for success not failure!    

 

All Committee Chairmen have been requested to review their portfolios and programs, with an eye to cost efficiency and 

effectiveness. In addition, Committee Chairmen are addressing updates to their section of the Officers’ Manual, projected 

to be published 2018.  

 

Early last term, the Training Organizational Development Committee and Provincial Branch Financial Advisory 

Committees were both put into abeyance. Branch Financial Advisors are appointed by District, with the approval of the 

Provincial President, therefore, it was agreed, a Provincial Committee is not required. However, the need for training is 

great, across the Command.  The Provincial Leadership Development Committee has been reinstated to create grass roots, 
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back to basics training programs, covering all aspects of branch operation, and more. The sessions will be presented at the 

Zone level. Everyone is invited, encouraged and expected to attend. These workshops will provide the tools necessary to  

build a solid foundation for stronger, successful branches. PLEASE participate! There is always something new, to be 

learned, NOT one of us knows everything, though some may think otherwise! 

 

Post London, Bill and I headed for the Quebec Provincial Convention in Victoriaville, with a stop at Pine Hills Funeral 

Chapel in Scarborough, to extend condolences, on behalf of our Command, to Comrade Muriel Ganny and Family, on the 

passing of Peter, a Past District D Commander, a dear Friend and Comrade.  

 
Ontario Command had not been represented at a Quebec Convention that anyone recalled. The serving 1

st
 Vice-President 

was a former member from my own district, Branch 24, St. Catharines. We promised Comrade Jamie Riddell, we’d be 

there for his installation as Provincial President. Unfortunately, health issues prevented Jamie standing. It was a shock, to 

witness a 40 year Veteran, never before a Provincial SEO, Comrade Ken Oulette, be nominated and elected President! In 

his acceptance, Comrade Ken humbly acknowledged the major learning curve he had ahead. He’s fortunate to have long 

serving IPP Comrade Norm Shelton at his side. Greetings and best wishes, for a successful term of office, were extended 

on behalf of Ontario Command.  

 

Then, we travelled on to PEI convention, in Summerside, with about 120 members in attendance, no major issues, it 

wound up on schedule, Sunday afternoon, without surprises. Again, on your behalf, congratulations and best wishes were 

extended to the new officers, and we were on the highway by 4 PM, home before dark on Monday evening!     

 

June 10
th

, it was a pleasure to bring best wishes to long Past 

District B Commander, Past Provincial Seniors Chairman 

Comrade Derek Pite and his lovely wife Verna, on the 

celebration of their 75
th

 Anniversary, seen here, with District B 

Commander Jack Porter.    

 

In July, thank you to Branch 136 and LA for hosting a party to 

celebrate my new position. Sincere thanks to all members and 

guests.  

 

 

Mid-July, Provincial 

Track & Field in 

Windsor, a Saturday of 

super, record breaking 

competition with 

amazing kids, in hot, hot, 

hot weather conditions. That evening Team Ontario was selected. I 

congratulate the T&F Committee for assembling an incredible group of 

young athletes to compete in The Nationals at Brandon Manitoba, bringing 

home 55 medals! WOW! Sadly, we said ‘farewell’ as one of our Provincial 

stars, Trinity Tutti, retired from our program. However, Comrades, watch for 

this young woman, she’ll be an Olympian, we can be proud of, for sure!  

Leroy Washburn Head Official for Nationals,  presents award in his name, to 

Trinity, as Brandon Windup. Note she’s wearing 4 inch stilettos!  

 

July 27, invited to place a wreath for Ontario’s Korea Veterans, at 

Meadowvale Cemetery, I had a surprise escort, my Friend and Comrade, 

Past Provincial Honourary Treasurer and Korea Veteran Comrade Don 

Hubbs, looking dapper in summer dress with trendy neat ‘unshaven’ look,  

My, is the photo fuzzy!  
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Following the Nationals’ was PAC and Warriors’ Day Parade weekend. Last year, 70 

members were forced to leave the ranks due to the heat. Our Parade Commander, 

concerned for health and safety of members, directed that summer dress, with ties be worn 

this year. Not as hot, all marched safely to the end, compliments were heard around, and 

many thanks to Comrade Ken White!  

 

Comrade Pam Sweeny and I attended the Ladies Auxiliary’s Annual Executive Meeting 

September 9. Comrades, our Ladies are once again asking for our support, to raise funds 

for the Homeless Veterans Program, please display the donation jars in our clubrooms.  

 

The following week, Comrades Dave Gordon, Wayne Bennett, Carolyn and John 

McCaul were at Petawawa Branch to see off the 5 man ‘Ruck 2 Recovery Team’ to 

Cobden Branch, the first stop of their 150 k march to Kanata, to raise awareness of 

the Leave the Streets Behind program, and recognize Canada’s 150
th

 Birthday. I 

joined the team and escort, as they arrived to the cheers of members on the patio of the Renfrew Branch. Next 

stop was Arnprior. Comrade Carolyn, aka ‘momma bear’ treated these boys royally! Serving them soup and 

sandwiches at roadside stops, insisting we make them a BIG breakfast at 5 AM on the last morning of the trip! 

So spoiled were they, that they expect to return to Ottawa Valley next year!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cudos to the Team, on a great effort! Thank you to the members of the branches they visited for their support, 

and Special Thanks to Comrades Carolyn and John for demonstrating District G hospitality is GREAT!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Br. 174 Arnprior 

Br. 517 Petawawa 
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Later in the day from above photo, at Kanata, Garry and I 

met with Natacha Dupuis, who presented Ontario 

Command with a framed photo of the Team Canada 

athletes, whom we sponsored, to participate in the 

Summer Games in Ottawa, last July. This was a practice 

meet in prep for the Invictus Games. PAC supports 

sponsoring the Ontario athletes for next year’s event. 

We’re going to challenge each provincial president, to 

sponsor the members from their home provinces, which 

we hope will result in most of the team being sponsored.  

 

 

While writing this 

article, the 

Invictus Games 

are ongoing. Team 

Canada is doing us proud. Several of us were at opening ceremonies, including one 

57 year member, Comrade Norm Baker, an amazing Legionnaire, at the age of 101 

years young! Comrade Norm would put many of us to shame! 

   

In closing, enjoy Fall, work hard on Early Bird (remember retention), have a 

successful Poppy Campaign! And, from my Family to Yours…. a Merry 

Christmas, a happy, healthy prosperous 2018, and safe travels along life’s 

highway…. God Bless!     

In Comradeship, 

Sharon McKeown 

Ontario Command 

 

 

 

 

 

Prince Harry surprised a Second World War 

veteran with an impromptu meeting on 

Thursday, after a speech about wounded 

warriors moved a crowd to tears. 

James Norman Baker, who is 101, paid 

tribute to the Prince at the Invictus Games, 

appearing on a stadium screen to thank him 

for giving wounded soldiers a reason to 

recover from their injuries. After a standing 

ovation for the veteran, known as Norm, the 

Prince leapt from his seat and made a 

beeline to meet him in person.  

Written by  Hannah Furness, ARTS CORRESPONDENT IN TORONTO  29 September 2017  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/09/28/prince-harry-has-fun-two-year-old-popcorn-poacher-invictus-games/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/09/27/prince-harry-honours-amputee-lost-three-limbs-afghanistan-wins/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/hannah-furness/
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At the Provincial Convention in London Ontario, President Elect Sharon McKeown put a motion on the floor to 

support “Project Invictus” a group of Canadian athletes that were going to be allowed to participate in the 

Canadian National Track & Field Championships in Ottawa in July 2017 under the “PARA” program as they 

recognized PTSD. 

The floor of the convention unanimously supported 

sponsoring these athletes.  As no medals were going to be 

awarded in this event – Natacha Dupuis (Invictus Team 

Canada co-captain) guest speaker at the Provincial Convention 

created a beautiful medal (coin) to honour those athletes we 

sponsored and as a token of their participation.  They also took a 

group photo – attempting to show the “arms”  of their shirts 

where the LEGION POPPY SWISH and ONTARIO 

COMMAND were printed.  Natacha Dupuis is presenting a 

framed photograph with one of these coins inserted into the 

frame as thanks to Ontario Command from the entire group. 

Submitted by Carolyn McCaul, Provincial Public Relations Committee Chair 
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Immediate Past President and Property Chairman, Brian Weaver 

 

Comrades all; 

 

First and foremost Debbie & I wish to thank all of the Comrades from the 

many Branches, Zones, Districts AND Ladies Auxiliaries that have made 

our trip through Ontario Command as your Command President a most 

memorable and enjoyable uplifting experience. We have met so many 

interesting and friendly Comrades that enabled us to create lasting bonds 

with many of you that we will cherish for years to come. All of you have 

made both of us feel right at home on our travels. Again, many thanks to all 

of you. 

 

Now -  It has been a complete turn-around from going from being the 

Provincial President of Ontario Command to Immediate Past Provincial 

President. Now I know how the proverbial “Maytag Repairman” feels! 

Things have definitely slowed down…. like almost being led out to pasture!  No, don’t get me wrong I am still 

involved by being appointed the Property Committee as the Chairman to which I find is most challenging to say 

the least! Many Branches are looking into downsizing, selling off huge parcels of land that are a tax drain, 

doing renovations, trying the best that they can to keep afloat day to day with an ever increasing dwindling 

membership and rising costs. A couple of branches have successfully amalgamated into one prosperous branch. 

Branches #3 and #210 in Toronto most recently have made the union of two down to one work for them quite 

amicably and I do wish that more Branches across Ontario would do the same. Swallow your pride, bury the 

hatchet, do whatever it takes to make our Legions the best that they can to the fullest potential. We are all 

Comrades for one purpose – the care of our Veterans and Dependents. 

 

Comrades, Debbie & I attended Comrade Bruce and Darlene Julian’s retirement and birthday bash at their home 

in the country near Beachville. The comradery and food was again second to none. We stayed a couple of days 

prior with Comrade Dave and Marilyn Smith and managed to get in a round of golf.  

 

I did attend the Finance and Admin Committee meetings in August with also taking in the Warriors Day Parade 

in Toronto. This year was great as we were all dressed down – no HOT jackets leaving early to travel to the 

Richmond branch for lunch. They had prepared for us hotdogs, hamburgers, sweet corn, salads and dessert for a 

small donation. It was far better to have finished the day off this way instead of sitting all afternoon at the 

Officers Mess in the parade hall. A BYOB social gathering followed later that evening downstairs at the Best 

Western. 

 

Debbie and I also were privileged to attend the Arrow Games/Bazaar Novelty golf tournament held in St. 

Catharines at the Peninsula Lakes G.C.C. I played golf with Comrade Dave Gordon, Pam Sweeny and her 

friend Maria while the ladies were treated to the Shaw Festival theater in Niagara Falls. A delicious pig roast, 

chicken and salads dinner followed with door prizes to a lot of lucky comrades.  

 

This past September 18
th

, I attended the Invictus Games Flag presentation at the Port Hope Legion Branch #30. 

After being piped on by the Br. #30 Pipe band and Color Guard, the Silver Cross Mother, Invictus games 

member, Retired Master Cpl Denise Hepburn, the Port Hope Mayor, plus over 60 CAV members and motor 

cyclists at the branch members witnessed the flag being passed on.  
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 The 2016, National Silver Cross Mother, Mrs. Colleen Fitzpatrick 

tearfully addressed the gathering. Mrs. Fitzpatrick lost her middle son, 

Corporal Darren Fitzpatrick (21), when he stepped on an improvised 

explosive device while on patrol in the Zahari district, near Kandahar City 

on March 6th, 2010.  Also, in attendance was your Provincial V.P. Buck 

Buchanan, District ‘F’ Commander Don Ramsey, President of Cobourg 

Br. #133 John Aikens, plus a great turnout of branch members.  

 

In closing, Veteran Comrade Paul 

“Trapper Cane, the national ambassador 

the national ambassador for the CAV 

(Canadian Army Veterans) motorcycle 

group addressed the crowd. He paid 

tribute to all Veterans, young, old, the 

living and deceased. He asked that we 

remember those that paid the supreme 

sacrifice so that we are so lucky to live in 

such a free society. It certainly was a very 

fitting touch to close out that great 

afternoon.  Next, on my agenda, is the District ‘F’ Council Mgt. and Drumhead 

ceremony in Lindsay at Branch #67, then I’m off to the Invictus Games in 

Toronto.  

 

Wishing everyone a great fall season and good health! 

 

In Comradeship; 

Brian, Immediate Past Provincial President and Property Chairman. 
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Ontario Command 1
st
 Vice-President and Membership Committee Chairman, Garry Pond 

 

  

 I would like to thank you, the members of the Royal Canadian Legion Ontario 

Command for allowing me to be part of the leadership of this great Veterans 

organization. As First Vice President, my biggest role is to support our 

President and the other Senior Elected Officers of Ontario Command.  Term of 

2017-2019 will see its challenges, but will also see the rewards for the hard 

work already done by those who went before us. 

 

Provincial Convention,  2017 

The Provincial Convention took place in London, Ontario, May 2017. The 

highlight was the election of our new Senior Officers for the term 2017 - 2019.  

I was deeply honoured to be elected as Ist Vice President of our great 

Command.  Again, I thank you and I will work hard on your behalf 

 

 

Ontario Provincial Convention Parade, Victoria Park London 
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Dignitaries and Special Guests at Provincial Convention, London 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership 

 

As Chairman of the Ontario Command Membership Committee, we are excited to participate in the  "leap" into 

modern technology.  Dominion Command has introduced a live web based program that allows Branches to 

update data in real time.  The webpage has been set up to accept online renewals, easing the effort required by 

branches to renew memberships. The reports are also in real time so up-to-date information is always available.  

 

Branches are encouraged to contact Dominion Command and inform the Membership Office of your Branch 

membership dues so that your members can subsequently renew on-line themselves.  New membership cards 

have been distributed and are now in-service. The life of the card is expected to be  5 years - with substantial 

cost savings. There has been a change to the format in the number of years to now read "Member since".  This 

has created some confusion but you need to remember that a baby isn't a year old until they hit their birthday. 

Under the old system you received credit for the first year before it was served.  There is also a new one year 

free membership offer to graduating cadets, in addition to the existing free year for retiring military members. 

These application forms are  available on line at: https://portal.legion.ca/login 

 

There is a wealth of information available on membership at the web site or by contacting the membership 

office at 1-855-330-3344 or e-mail Membership@legion.ca .  Also Comrades, assistance is available from your 

District, Zone and Branch chairmen. Please feel free to make contact for any questions you may have . 

 

 

 

https://portal.legion.ca/login
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Blackdown Cadet Training Camp, Sponsorship Appreciation Day 

 

Saturday, July 29th at Blackdown Cadet Summer Training Centre, Linda and I were privileged to be part of 

Sponsor Appreciation Day 2017.  CTC Blackdown is the largest summer training centre in Canada for cadets 12 

to 18 years old, with approximately 3000 cadets each summer enrolled in 2-, 3-, or 6-week courses. The cadets 

attend the camp - located at CFB Borden - every summer, where they learn survival and camping skills, and of 

course, military leadership and drill. 

 

During my brief speech on the parade 

square, it was our first opportunity to 

announce the Legion offering of a free 

one year membership to all graduating 

cadets.  

 

We saw state of the art facilities at the 

cadet camp, and were reminded of the 

good that our donated dollars are 

doing in helping these young people 

transition into the leaders of 

tomorrow.  

 

                                                                             Congratulating the Cadet winners of excellence awards 

 

Warriors Day, Toronto August 2017 

Opening Day of the Canadian National Exhibition is a big one for the Royal Canadian Legion, for we are 

always proud participants at the Warriors Day Parade  This year saw the debut of summer dress 
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Invictus Games, Toronto ON  

The Invictus Games 2017, led by Prince Harry, packed a full 

house at the opening ceremonies, Air Canada Centre, Toronto 

on Sept 23rd. This was the showcase for wounded and ill 

military participants around the world, competing for national 

pride in 12 unique sporting events.  

The Royal Canadian Legion Dominion Poppy Fund donated 

$500,000 to this very worthy cause, so relevant to what the 

Legion stands for - supporting our modern Veterans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legion Members enjoyed front-and-centre seats for the Opening Ceremonies. Linda and I thoroughly enjoyed 

the evening, which included greetings from Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and Prince Harry. Highlights were 

our wounded warriors as they marched and rolled to take their seats as competing athletes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ontario Command President Sharon McKeown 

and Ist Vice President  Garry Pond were proud to 

represent Ontario Command at Opening Ceremony 

of  Invictus Games 2017 
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Canada's contingent of wounded warriors entering to a standing ovation 

    

Legion members, families enjoying front-row seats at the Opening Ceremonies of Invictus Games, '17 

 

Ontario Command Vice-President and Provincial Youth Education Chairman, Derek Moore  

 

Comrades All. 

   

First I would like to thank you for re-electing me, at the last Provincial 

Convention in London, to the position of VP Ontario Command and a 

special thank you to Comrade President, Sharon McKeown, for letting me 

stay on as Prov. Youth Education Chairman a position I thoroughly enjoy 

fulfilling. 

 

So far this term not quite as busy travel wise as last term at the same time 

but non-the-less I have managed to get around somewhat and visit 

numerous branches around the area and quite surprising most are doing 

rather well with new ideas and a revitalized volunteer base to assist with 

getting these projects off the ground and making them successful. Keep up 

the good work and continue to pursue new members at every opportunity. 

We have stressed many times that membership is the “life blood” of the 

Legion.  

 

This July my wife, Trish, and I were fortunate enough to be able to spend 6 

days in Ypres, Belgium. While there we did bump into a few of the Legion 

Pilgrims one Sunday evening, unfortunately that was about the last we saw of them because our busy schedules 

just weren’t very compatible. Many cemeteries were visited along with the Vimy Ridge Monument, Beaumont 

Hamel, Dunkirk and Dieppe, to name but a few. Of course we did make a couple of visits to the daily 8pm. Last 

Post Ceremony at The Menin Gate. 
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At one of these visits I had the privilege of being able, in full 

Legion Dress, to lay a wreath in memory of my Great, Great 

Uncle, Lt. William Ambrose Moore, a member of the 58th. Battalion CEF., he was killed Oct. 26th. 1917 

during the Third Battle of Ypres, more commonly known as, “Passchendaele”. His name is etched, along with 

thousands of other Canadian Soldiers with “No Known Grave”, on the walls of The Menin Gate. Something I 

was very proud to do and will never forget, needless to say a few tears were shed that evening. 

 

Those 6 days in Belgium and France was certainly was an eye opener for the both of us, to walk the battlefields, 

that are still quite visible, knowing that thousands of Canadians perished on the very ground we were walking 

on. The many cemeteries dotted all over the Flemish countryside laid testament to just how many had paid the 

ultimate sacrifice during 1914-18, “The War to End all Wars”. 

 

Once again the weather was magnificent at this year’s Warriors Day Parade in Toronto, the crowds were out in 

their thousands to clap and cheer us on as we marched by, a very moving experience for those who have never 

had the opportunity to participate before. This year we did things a little different, instead of hanging around in 

the Armouries we left early and visited the Richmond Hill Branch who graciously served us up a lunch of 

burgers and dogs with all the trimmings. Thank you again for your hospitality. 

 

A special thank you to my good friend comrade Brian Smith, who took me along as a passenger on his 

motorcycle as we took part in a Bike Rally to raise money for Service Dogs. We started at the Hespeler Branch, 

to the Orangeville Legion, then to the Fergus Branch then back to Hespeler. A great day, super weather, and just 

a few saddle sores to show for it. It was a great turnout, my first time on a motor bike, I thoroughly enjoyed it 

and for a good cause to. Thank you to all of the organizers they were responsible for making everything run so 

very smoothly.  

 

I was invited to attend, yet another first, the Pine Hills Cemetery Pilgrimage in Toronto on the 9-10th. of 

September. The #617 “Dambusters” Branch being the host. The weekend started with a Veterans Dinner at the 
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#73 Oakridge Branch, which I might add was very well attended with many veterans in attendance. The meal 

was excellent. I had to make a small speech, I talked a little about our trip to Belgium, and for those who were 

able to stay awake they got to listen to it, I think most enjoyed it. In the evening, I was entertained at  Branch 

#614 Scarborough Centennial where I was coerced into dancing the night away with some very charming 

members, who actually knew how to dance!! 

 

As miserable as this summer had been this particular weekend again was absolutely marvelous, sunshine all the 

way. The event at the Pine Hills Cemetery was very special with the assistance of the Army/Air and Navy 

Cadets who placed some 7,800 crosses, one at every veteran grave site, the display was quite breathtaking when 

completed. A short parade with two bands that led us to the cenotaph where a short service and wreath laying 

took place. All in all a very memorable occasion very well done indeed and something they should continue to 

do for as long as possible. The weekend wrapped up with a light lunch and some comradeship at the 

“Dambusters” Branch before I made the long trek home again. Thank you comrades for a very pleasurable 

weekend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have attended two 

separate “Vimy Oak Tree” 

Planting Ceremonies within 

my area and also attended a 

few Zone Information 

Meetings just to try and 

stay on top of the many 

changes that are happening 

within the organization 

these days. I am looking 

forward to attending the 

Sunnybrook Remembrance 

Day Ceremony this 

November, again another 

first for me. 

 

 

 

 

[Type a quote from the document or the 

summary of an interesting point. You can 

position the text box anywhere in the 

document. Use the Drawing Tools tab to 

change the formatting of the pull quote text 

box.] 

Vice President Derek Moore, District D Commander, Shelley 
Sing, Zone D-5 Commander, Joyce Geddes, Zone D-5 Padre, 

Kelly Jackson, Zone D-5 Deputy Commander, Chin Tam 
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As Provincial Youth Education Chairman I would like to let everyone know that at this Junes Youth Ed 

Meeting in Aurora we entered into a financial free partnership with the Highway of Heroes Living Tribute 

Campaign. Their goal is to plant along the total 170km. length of the H of H’s, from Trenton to Toronto 

117,000 trees of various varieties, not only to beautify this particular stretch of highway but more as a symbol 

of Remembrance to all of the Canadian Servicemen and women who have lost their lives in service for Canada. 

An enormous task but with our help it is hoped that they will reach this goal maybe a little sooner. Our Youth 

Ed Chairman will be sharing this information with every school they visit this September. Ask your Youth Ed 

Chairman for more information. 

 

I wish everyone a successful two years, especially those in office, at all levels. Let’s continue to make those 

changes that will make our organization more successful and more desirable for those who may be considering 

becoming a member. We are now in the 21st. Century, many new challenges lay ahead for all of us, let’s make 

sure the Legion, your Branch, will be ready to handle them. 

 

Yours in comradeship 

 

Derek Moore 

Vice President Ontario Command. 

 

 
Ontario Command Vice-President and Provincial Poppy Trust Chairman, R. D.  “Buck” Buchanan 

Comrades, first of all let me congratulate all those Comrades who were 

selected at Convention to represent all Branches as Officers of Ontario 

Command.  

Personal thanks to my supporters for giving me an opportunity to 

represent you as a Vice President of Ontario Command. 

I have been appointed by Comrade President Sharon to be the Ontario 

Provincial Poppy Chairman, and I look forward to this challenging 

position. 

A note  regarding  Poppy Branch Status Reports, I would please ask that 

all Branches meet the required time lines for reporting to Provincial 

Command. There is a revised Poppy Manual available from Ontario 

Command .  The Special use Form which requests authority for Poppy 

expenditures has  become extremely important with regards to donations 

and support to our Veterans and Community.  

A friendly reminder to those Branches who have substantial year end 

Poppy Trust balances, you may consider donating funds to the Charitable 

Foundation or the Provincial Poppy Fund.  
 

 

Since Convention in London I have been busy : attending  Warriors Day celebrations, Poppy Committee 

Meeting, Administration & Finance meeting, District F Service Officer Seminar, local Military Association 

Parades, Veteran Appreciation events,  Invictus flag Ceremony at Br 30 Port Hope ,  A Royal  visit to our 

Community Wellington Ont.  from  Prince Philip & Duchess Camilla. I most recently  attended District F 

Council and Drumhead Service  at Br. 67 Lindsay 
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Pictured Provincial V.P. Buck Buchanan, 

Silver Cross mother, Colleen Fitzpatrick, 

District ‘F’ Commander Don Ramsey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About “Buck”                               

I have served the Royal Canadian Legion for 40 years as a Member, Executive Member, President, Deputy Zone 

Commander, Zone Commander, Deputy District Commander, District Commander and presently a Vice President Ontario 

Command. 

I am retired after serving  40 years in the Canadian Armed Forces, I also served as a Commanding Officer with the Army 

Cadets.   

My  immediate  family consists of my wife of 50 years Claudia, sons Todd and Joe (retired military members) 

granddaughter Eryn and grandson Caden. 

In my spare time?????? I am involved with Legion Sports, volunteer for Heart & Stroke, Community Care for 

Seniors(driver). 

My Interests are all things Legion, hockey, baseball, and fishing. 

I am also involved with several Military Associations as an Executive member  

 

Ontario Command Vice-President and Bursary Chair, Wes Kutasienski  

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all officers 

elected at the Provincial Convention in May 2017.  

 

I would like to send my heartfelt thanks to my comrades for 

their support to include me as a Vice President of this great 

Command. I can tell you comrades it is a great honor to serve 

you, the members, and to be part of your Provincial team. 

 

Since our Provincial Convention, I, like the other senior officers, 

have been kept busy with official and semi-official duties such 

as: Black down Cadet Camp, Warriors Day parade, Pac meeting, 

Mission Butterfly Initial meeting, Branch 90
th

 Anniversary 

celebration, District B, Zone and District Council meetings and conventions, Provincial VS/S Meeting and also, 

a very pleasant meeting at Union Station with Comrades from District D and B to meet with Silver Cross 

mother, Colleen Fitzpatrick, prior to the opening of the Invictus Games. I attended the Warriors Day Ceremony 

at the Norfolk County fair in Simcoe (7
th

 consecutive year), the District C Convention in Durham, also arranged 
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the District B VS/S Seminar and Homeless Veterans presentation on Oct 21
st
 in Burlington I am active in my 

home branch in Acton as the Special Projects Chairman and the Designated Official for Controlled Goods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have been appointed the Bursary Chairman by comrade President Sharon, and I am quite fortunate to have a 

very capable team to back me up in this position.  As the Bursary chair, we started out with a dozen unclaimed 

Bursary awards and thanks to the hard work and diligence of the committee members, all were claimed by mid 

September. We have at the present time 22 applications, not all approved due to minor problems, but the 

committee secretary and District Chairs are working with the students to make the necessary corrections for 

their approval. We actually had one application that was filled in perfectly and unfortunately it was returned as 

it was submitted on an out of date form. Please comrades, go through your branch files and discard all 

Bursary applications dated prior to December 2015. 

 

As a senior officer, I sit on numerous committees and you would be hard pressed to find anyone more qualified 

and dedicated than our numerous committee chairmen. I look forward to the next 18 months and the numerous 

opportunities to serve you, the members. 

 

In comradeship 

 

Wes  

 

About Wes 

 

Wes was the District B Commander before his election as Vice President. He served with the Royal Canadian 

Service Corp in Camp Borden, ON and joined the Legion in 1994 as a Ordinary member of Br. 197 in Acton. 

He was awarded Life Membership and the Queens Jubilee Medal in 2012. He has been happily married to  wife 

Loesje for 53 years. They have one son and daughter, four grandchildren and is pleased to say his son and eldest 

grandson are Legion members. 
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Provincial Chairman, Ron Goebel 

 

Comrades. 

 

Well at the time of this writing, we are finally enjoying some great 

weather having endured somewhat of a wet and cool summer. Barb and I 

hope that despite the inclement summer weather that everyone made the 

best of it.  

 

It hardly seems possible that a year has now passed since the writing of 

our last Provincial Newsletter. And I want to thank our Editor, Comrade 

Roy Eaton for the great job he does in putting this Newsletter together. A 

lot has taken place within Ontario Command since our last Newsletter. 

However, I will not dwell on the past year but rather on events during, and 

since our Provincial Convention was held in London this past May.  

 

First and foremost, I would like to take this opportunity of thanking all 

those who supported me in being elected as your Provincial Chairman. It 

will be an honour and a privilege to serve you in this capacity for the next 

two-year term of office. Having served you as your Provincial Vice-

Chairman for five terms, I realize that I have some pretty big shoes to fill. 

However, I promise you that I will do my very best to maintain the level of professionalism that was established 

by my predecessor Bill Chafe over the past several years.  

 

I also congratulate all of my fellow elected Senior Elected Officers, and wish them all the very best over their 

next two-year term of office. And a special note of congratulations to our newly elected President, Sharon 

McKeown, our first female President of Ontario Command.  

 

The LAC Committee for our 50
th

 Biennial Provincial Convention did an excellent job with the organizing of our 

Convention, and are to be congratulated for a job well done. Although our Convention was a day less than 

previous Conventions, we managed to get through our full agenda without any difficulty or delays. It was a 

busy Convention, but we did manage to get through it, which only proves that we can conduct our business at a 

Provincial Convention over a three-day period. 

 

Since our Convention, I attended a post Convention meeting on May 16
th

, which was a combined meeting of 

our newly elected officers and newly appointed Provincial Chairmen. It was also the first official Provincial 

meeting that I chaired in my new capacity. In August, I attended our annual Warriors Day Parade weekend that 

in addition to the great parade, included a Military Service Recognition Book Committee meeting and 

Provincial Finance Committee meeting on the Friday, and the first Provincial Administrative Committee 

meeting of the new term held on Sunday, August 20
th

.   

 

A lot of my time recently has been taken up with the wind-up of Volume #4 of our Military Service Recognition 

Book, along with the introduction of year #5 of our program. Everything in this regard was basically finalized at 

our Committee meeting held in Aurora in August. 
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At this meeting, as well as at our P.A.C. meeting, it was agreed that for Volume 

#4, we will include all submissions received during year #2 of our program. It 

will mean that it will cost us additional monies from our program profits, but it 

was felt that it has been somewhat of a deterrent in receiving new submissions 

for our books, with the backlog of submissions still on hand. This will then mean 

that for Volume #5, we should be caught up with all submissions received during 

the first four years of our program. 

 

At our PAC meeting, it was also agreed that in the future, the funds we raise 

through this program will be utilized to support various Veterans Transition 

Programs supported by Ontario Command, that in turn will assist our Veterans 

who suffer from various challenges they face through their day to day lives. 

 

By now, Branches and members of P.E.C. should all have received their 

introductory package introducing year #5 of our program. With new Branch Executive members now in place, it 

is very important that this information is made available to all members of the Executive Committee, Branch 

Members and all Branch staff members, and that it is read. 

 

Fenety Marketing are the publishers of our books and once again, their representatives have begun conducting a 

Command Telephone Appeal to private citizens and the business community throughout Ontario. We ask that 

all Branches endorse and fully support this very important project. Should a Branch receive any calls from 

citizens in their area, please verify the legitimacy of this Legion funding appeal in promoting our Books of 

Remembrance. 

 

In our Introductory Package, both the Fact Sheet and Submission Form that are included, stipulate that 

Submissions are only to contain a maximum of 150 words and not pages of documentation. We ask that Branch 

Coordinators monitor submissions that they receive to ensure that this is happening. Too many submissions 

have been submitted that contain far more than the maximum 150 words and it is not fair to the Veteran and/or 

family involved that they are being returned to be rewritten to conform to this 150-word policy.  

 

Our program is doing exceptionally well. And now that we are into year #5, we ask that every Branch actively 

solicits their membership for Veteran submissions. This is a book of Remembrance to showcase our Veterans 

within the Province of Ontario and our Veterans and families deserve nothing less than having the opportunity 

of having the Veterans photo and short bio in one of our books. With the size of our Province, we should 

receive submissions from Branches for many years to come. 

 

Financially, we are doing very well. As of the writing of this report, we had received a total net profit of 

$163,603.29 for year #4 of our program. This is $9,000.00 more than the total revenue we received for year #3 

of our program. We will continue to receive revenue right through to the end of September through advertising 

sales for Volume #4. So, I believe that we are doing very well financially. And just for your information, to date 

our Command has realized a total net profit of $587,656.42 since we first introduced our program back in 2013. 

With our Remembrance period fast upon us, our books are an excellent tool to be utilized during our Poppy 

Campaign at various displays that are set up by Branches in shopping malls etc. It is suggested that the Branch 

also has submission forms available where these displays are set up and also possibly include membership 

application forms. 

 

Comrades in closing, I would like to thank our previous Elected Officers for their continued friendship and 

support over the past two-year term. I also want to thank all of our very efficient staff at Ontario Command for 

all of their continued cooperation, support and assistance over those two years. I now look forward to working 
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with our newly elected Senior Elected Officers and staff at our Command office during the next two-year term 

as your Provincial Chairman. 

 

With our annual Poppy Campaign just around the corner, I hope that all Branches have a most successful Poppy 

Campaign, and hopefully the weather is in our favor for our annual Remembrance Day Ceremonies. 

 

Barb and I wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a most prosperous healthy and enjoyable New Year. 

May you continue to work in the best interests of our Veterans and their families. Comrades, We will 

Remember them.  

 

Yours in Comradeship, 

Ron Goebel 

Provincial Chairman 

 

Provincial Vice-Chairman, Ron Crown 

 
Well Comrades summer has come and gone and we must get back to serving our 

Veterans, Youth, Seniors and our Communities. 

 

I would like to thank everyone who supported my bid to be your Vice Chairman 

at the Ontario Command Convention in London. The convention was very well 

organized and at times a challenge since this was the first attempt at dropping one 

day from the agenda. Some issues did occur and hopefully these will be 

addressed prior to the next convention. 

 

In August, I attended my first finance meeting with the newly elected slate of 

officers. The following day we participated in the Warriors Day parade at the 

CNE with all the District Commanders. It is always an honour to parade past the 

Veterans from Sunnybrook Hospital. 

 

I am also serving as the Resolutions Chairman for Ontario Command and I will 

be working on the Policies and Procedures since these documents are very out 

dated. 

 

I look forward to working with the Senior Elected Officers during this term. 

 

Kind regards, 

In Comradeship, 

Ron Crown,  

Vice Chairman, Ontario Command. 

 

About Ron 

 

Ron became a member of Veterans Memorial Branch #498 in 1972 

Elected to the Executive Committee in 1987 

Elected President in 1989 as an Associate member and held many Branch chairs and served 7 times as Branch 

President 

On Zone A 4 Council for 26 years and was elected Zone A4 Commander in 1999 to 2001 

Served on District A council for 2 terms as Bylaws and Resolutions Chairman then spent 5 years as District A 

Branch Financial Advisory Chairman and during that time travelled to the other Districts in Ontario promoting 

this program under the guidance of Comrade Andre Paquette, Ontario Command President 

Elected as Deputy District Commander in 2013 and elected District Commander in 2015 
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Received a Life Membership in 2002, received MSM in 2008 and received the Palm Leaf to the MSM in 2015 

Elected Vice Chairman, Ontario Command in May, 2017 

Married to my wife Sharon, who is 3rd Vice President of Ladies Auxiliary, Ontario Command and between us 

we have 3 children and 6 grandchildren 

In 2001, sat on the original Board of Directors for the Grand Bend Community Foundation and currently sit on 

a Board of Directors investigating the possibility of building a community center 

Ron loves golfing but rarely has time to golf at home, but during the two winter months he and Sharon spend in 

Florida he does have a chance to golf often. 

 

 

Ontario Command Honourary Treasurer, Ed Pigeau 

 

Comrades, on behalf of Command President Sharon McKeown, the Command 

Officers and Staff, I am pleased to present this update announcing a new and 

innovative program designed to assist all of Ontario Commands Branches in 

furtherance of our collective non-profit mission to honour and support veterans 

in Ontario. Beginning in summer 2018 Ontario Command Branches will 

benefit from our new Branch Support Program. 

 

We heard you loud and clear in London at our biennial Provincial Convention 

this past May. We heard your plea for a reduction in per capita levy. We 

considered the option of reducing per capita versus a financial support program. 

We believe that in the long run, supporting each other financially will create a 

greater benefit for all Branches in Ontario Command. 

With changes to the investment strategy at Ontario Command, we anticipate 

greater annual investment income, through which we will provide support to the Branches based on their 

membership numbers (including Life Members). The January 31 membership register numbers from 

Dominion Command will be used. 

 

We will make every effort to guarantee annual support to our Branches, which may differ from year to 

year, due to unforeseen market fluctuations that may negatively impact our ability to provide a payment 

every year. We are confident that in the majority of years, we will be able to provide much needed support 

to the Branches through the Branch Support Program. 

 

This money will be sent to the Branches with no conditions attached. Your branch can use this money in 

any way you choose. Of course you will need to include these funds as income to the branch. 

 

We understand the financial difficulties Ontario's Legion Branches face and we hope this Branch Support 

Program will help. As time passes we will make every effort to ensure that we can provide as much support 

as possible to your branch. You can help too by encouraging members of your branch to pay their dues 

before the December deadline. 

 

Additional details will follow with your first cheque, we hope August September 2018. Comrades, we won't 

give up on you, please don't give up on us. 

 

W. Ed Pigeau  

Honourary Treasurer 
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Ontario Command Executive Director, Pamela Sweeny  

 

It gives me great pleasure to report to you at the one year mark as the Executive 

Director of Ontario Command.  As you are most likely aware, there have been 

several changes in Staff and the usual learning curves for everyone in their new 

positions.  I highly commend the Senior Elected Officers and Staff at Ontario 

Command for their positive outlook, direction and patience. 

 

Now to the activities and programs which are supported by Ontario Command 

Staff.  We welcome Marg Rohmann as The Provincial Service Officer in 

Aurora, a position she accepted after Scott Young announced his retirement.  

This left an opening for an Administrative Assistant to the Provincial Service 

Officer and am pleased to welcome Adina Owen to the Aurora Service Bureau 

Office as at October 10, 2017.  With the retirement of Tammy Taylor, the 

Kanata office was able to welcome Shannon Spinks as the Administrative Assistant to Patricia Royle.  The 4 

Provincial Service Officers and their respective assistants located in Aurora, London, North Bay and Ottawa 

continue to devote a substantial amount of time with itinerary visits, pension and benevolent fund applications.  

These 8 full time dedicated employees process almost ½ of all Legion pension applications going forward to 

Veterans Affairs.  This system that generates so many pension claims is due to the strong outreach into 

communities through scheduled Legion Branch visits, Canadian Forces Base visits and the wealth of 

information the Provincial Service Officers provide to Service Officers at the District Service Officers’ 

Seminars.  

 

We also welcome Hailey Pacitto to Ontario Command following Gail Sellers retirement.  Hailey is the bubbly, 

friendly voice you hear when you call Ontario Command and is keen to make certain your call is directed to the 

appropriate department.  Hailey will also be taking on other tasks in the near future as our office continues to 

increase its workload.  Hailey has mastered Veterans’ plates (with the help of 1
st
 Vice-President Garry Pond), 

has taken on Poppy Special Use Forms and is terrific greeting walk-in/guests at Ontario Command. 

 

The Ontario Command office provides administrative support to the Senior Elected Officers, Provincial 

Committee Chairman, and all Provincial Command Committee members such as Bursary, Charitable 

Foundation, Youth Education, Honours and Awards, Constitution and Laws, Membership and Poppy.  This is 

accomplished through the wonders of Jen, Aida, Gord, Lisa, Tamy and Sue.  This team is always going the 

extra mile to help in and out of the office!  

 

We continue to add further pdf fillable forms to Ontario Command’s website and are trying our best to keep the 

site current.  Please visit the home page at www.on.legion.ca and take a look around at the new information and 

photos – you may also wish to try the “free games” for fun. 

   

We continue to seek advice from the Senior Elected Officers and our “Property Guru” as more and more 

branches are looking at complicated development possibilities and leases.  We value the time the C&L 

Chairman, Comrade McKittrick has dedicated to Ontario Command as an incredible sounding board to staff 

from by-laws to resolutions.  Your patience and dry sense of humour is paramount…..as long as I’ve done my 

homework! 

 

The Assistant Executive Director, Juanita Kemp continues to dedicate herself to the Homeless Veterans 

Program, Membership, and the rest of the workload while maintaining a great sense of humour. 

 

http://www.on.legion.ca/
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In closing, I thank you all for wonderful opportunity to work with this great organization!  Now I know prior to 

working at Ontario Command - I was always told it was a beehive of activity – however let me be clear, the 

Staff will not be bottling the honey found in the walls at Ontario Command for distribution! 

 

In Comradeship 

 

Pamela 

 

 

 

 

Ontario Command Chairman Veterans Services and Homeless Veterans Committees, Dave Gordon  

 

Veterans Services 

 

Since the beginning of the new term of office the VSS Committee 

has been very active in their various communities. In District “C” 

there was a Veteran whose property was flooded and the Zone and 

District Chairmen along with Branches rose to the occasion and 

raised funds to assist this Veteran. They also assisted a Veteran 

whose daughter was in need of emergency medical assistance and 

again funds were raised to help the veteran and daughter in their time 

of need. My congratulations to all, job well done. 

 

I might note for you there was an experience where a Branch Service 

Officer, made the decision not to assist and this is wrong. Anytime a 

Veteran is in need we must be there to assist, and note they need not 

be a legion Member, a Veteran is a Veteran is a Veteran. 

 

The Prime Minister has made a change and appointed a new Minister 

of Veterans Affairs, Seamus O’Regan, from Newfoundland. It is early as yet, we understand there is a letter 

coming from the PM to the Minister with a list of priorities. I am sure Ontario Command will be reacting and 

making our thoughts known. 
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DND and VAC have begun a program for the transition of Military personnel to Civilian life, noting that 65% 

of the CAF members transition with little difficulty. However, there is a huge requirement for the program as 

the remainder do not plan for their future. In the early stages of “Operation Leave the Streets Behind” our 

Homeless Veterans Program, we identified this need and brought our concerns forward at every meeting and 

will continue to do so. 

 

There are various mental health training sessions ongoing throughout the Province and if one is held close to 

your community please plan to attend. Those that have participated have given rave reviews. 

 

One area we are reviewing is Priority Access Beds, and their location.  Comrade Erl Kish, has obtained a new 

list of where the beds are located from a reliable source. We believe there are discrepancies and once we have 

the final list we will release it so Branches can visit Veterans in the various facilities.  

 

Comrades, I could go on for a few more pages and tell you additional programs we are working on, however, 

there are and have been instances where we are being prohibited from attending meetings and functions, so we 

will see where the future takes us. 

 

Your, Homeless Veterans Program 

continues to grow in leaps and bounds, to 

say the least. As of the end of September, 

2017, there have been 529 Homeless 

Veterans identified in 118 Communities, 

and I should add included in the total are 

45 Female Veterans. It is also noted that 

your program has assisted 300 at Risk or 

Homeless Veterans with first and last 

month’s rent or paid rent arrears. 

 

Just recently, a second Homeless Veterans 

Dental program was launched at Algonquin 

College in Ottawa. The first was at George Brown College in Toronto and to our knowledge they are the only 

two Dental programs for Homeless Veterans in Canada. Additional programs are scheduled providing approval 

is given to attend the preliminary meetings. 

 

The last newsletter contained information regarding the apartment kits provided to our veterans who are moving 

into new apartments. Our Ladies Auxiliaries have provided funds to purchase items for the kits as well as many 

branches and others who have donated mats, cutlery, dishes and many other items. THANK YOU. 

 

Housing is becoming an issue and we have had developers expressing interest in providing apartments for our 

Homeless Veterans. Comrades, this process takes time and meetings will be ongoing and additional information 

will be forth coming.  

 

The Homeless Veterans Program is a well-kept secret and is not well known in the communities throughout the 

province. Comrades, we need to make contact with government officials at the Municipal, Provincial and 

Federal levels as many have never heard of Operation Leave the Streets Behind. As previously noted, DND and 

VAC have begun the Transition programs and hope is they will be in full swing with some 1,200 personnel 

working in the program. I am seeking meetings at various levels to promote the Homeless Program, planning 

symposiums, but with being restricted, it is tough to make the necessary contacts. 
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I would like to extend a sincere Thank You on your behalf, to the staff not only in Aurora but also North Bay, 

Ottawa and London who all provide service to our Homeless Veterans. Further information will be sent, once 

the lines of communication are open and I receive additional updates regarding the program. To the Branches 

and members Thank You for your support for the Homeless Veterans program. 

 

Take Time to Remember 

One Veteran 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

 

Dave Gordon, Chairman 

VSS and Homeless Veterans Committees 

 

Assistant Executive Director Juanita Kemp 

welcomed Dennis Schmidt and John A 

MacDonald, President of Branch 109 Goderich.  

 

Juanita reported: “This is their 2
nd

 donation to the 

Homeless Veterans Program of plastic ground 

matts made out of plastic bags. As well, they had 

donations of socks that I’m running low but now 

fully stocked. They have great timing.” 
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District A Commander, Brian Harris 

 

Greetings from the 7 Zones and 57 branches that comprise District A. After joining the Legion in 1986, at that 

time I had no idea I would be as heavily involved as I am today. It is an honour to represent District A as its 

Commander, and I am blessed with a talented council and outstanding Deputy in Mark Rogers. I bring a 

common sense, business approach to my position and hope that will translate into financial success for our 

branches, for only a successful branch can fulfill our commitment to our veterans and community. A few of the 

areas I wish to improve upon is community participation and understanding in return as to who and what 

today’s Royal Canadian Legion represents. We really need to focus on continued support our traditional 

veterans and their dependents, as well as reaching out to the modern day veteran to demonstrate all we can do 

for them.  

 

Again greetings from “The A Team”, I look forward to working with my fellow District Commanders, as well 

as the SEO and staff of Ontario Command. 

 

Yours in Comradeship 

Brian 

 

About Brian: 

 

He joined the Legion in 1986 as an affiliate member, became an associate member in 2006. Has held almost 

every position at his home branch in London, Victory Branch # 317, culminating in president from 2009-2011. 

Following that continued through the ranks as Deputy Zone and then Zone Commander of Zone A6, again 

holding almost every position on that council. Was elected Deputy District A Commander in 2015 and then 

Commander in 2017. One of my most rewarding and fulfilling positions is sitting on the # 9 Army Cadet Corp 

Support Committee for the past 9 years, it’s a pleasure to see these outstanding young men and women grow 

into tomorrow’s leaders. He also had the pleasure of chairing the 2014 Provincial Track and Field Meet in 

London as well as chairing the 2017 Provincial Convention also held in London. 

 

He has been with his partner Brenda for over 10 years, has 2 teenage daughters, Shay 18 and Jordan 15. They 

love to travel, especially to the Caribbean, and spend long weekends away. Brian still plays Slo Pitch and 

basketball and reports his favourite pastime is yelling at the T.V, as he watches either the Blue Jays or the 

Maple Leafs. 
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District B Commander Jack Porter  

 

I was born in Newcastle, New Brunswick, spent my youth, the first 12 years, in 

mostly the Eastern United States. The son of a Meteorologist in the United 

States Air Force I had dual citizenship.  I returned to Canada in 1960.  Joining 

the Canadian Army in the mid 60’s, I denounced my American Citizenship and 

served 1 term with the Fort Garry Horse Regiment, which is better known as the 

TANK corp.  

 

By the mid 1970’s, I had started my first company dealing with industrial lift 

trucks and continue to do so to this day. 

 

My Legion days started in Acton at Branch 197 in 1975, but I soon moved north 

to raise my three children with my wife Wendy (predeceased).  However, once 

they were grown, we returned to Streetsville where I rejoined the Legion at 

Branch 139, Streetsville. 

 

During the following years, I have volunteered and headed various chairs, been elected to the Executive, served 

as 1
st
 Vice and 2 terms as President.  Moving through the different levels of Zone and District, has shown me 

the many different aspects of the Royal Canadian Legion, its Membership and some of the Communities 

perception of us.  It is my personal goal to help find solutions for the failing of our Branches due to 

management, financial concerns and membership loss.  To remind our Branches of the importance of having 

fun and showing respect to all.   

 

On a more personal level, my wife Mary and I love to spend time on our boat in Georgian Bay, traveling the 

back roads of Ontario in our Jeep and spending time with my children and 7 grandchildren.  

 

In comradeship 

Jack 

 

 
District C Commander, Lynn McClellan 

Comrades,  

On behalf of all 50 branches in District C,  Deputy Commander Eric Ross, our four 

Zone Commanders and Deputies, our Ladies Auxiliaries and their officers, I bring 

you greetings and best wishes. Hopefully you are enjoying a successful “early bird 

membership campaign” and preparing for a successful poppy campaign. We wish 

you all the best of luck. 

 

 Let me say what an honour it is to be Commander of District C. I have looked 

forward to this opportunity for many years and I intend to enjoy myself and do the 

best job that I possibly can. I look forward to working together with President 

Sharon, the Command Officers, staff, and the other eight District Commanders 

during this next term. Since I took office last May, I have been very busy. Zone 

conventions have been completed with great attendance and there have been 

numerous other meetings, seminars, social events, and anniversary celebrations 

that I have attended. As in all other Districts there have been a few problems to 

deal with, but none that couldn't be solved.  
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It is important to me that we continue to work together to uphold the traditions and principles that our Comrades 

fought for. It is getting increasingly challenging to keep our doors open, get bills paid, and continue to have the 

public recognize our Legion branches as the hub of our communities.  I am convinced that with a lot of hard 

work and the same dedication that those who have gone before us had, we will succeed. We must comrades, for 

the sake of our veterans and their dependants, our kids and our grand kids, and the communities we support 

across this province. By the way, while we are doing all this.......don't forget to have fun.  

 

All the best from us in “C”. 

Lynn McClellan 

District C Commander  

 

About Lynn 

Lynn was born in Leamington and raised in Windsor, Ontario, and moved to Toronto at age 17.  His father was 

employed by the Department of Veteran's Affairs.  Since 1972 Lynn has been working in the furniture industry.  

Lynn and his wife Darlene have owned the Original Home Furniture store in Guelph since 1989.  He is now 

semi-retired.  Lynn and Darlene were married in 1971 and have two children and five grandchildren.  

            

Lynn joined the legion in 1972 as an Associate Member under his father,  a WWII veterans.  He joined because 

both parents were Legionnaires.  Both received Life Memberships, Mother in Ladies Auxiliary and Father in 

Branch.  Lynn’s father received his MSM in 1962 and served as District “A” Commander from 1953 to 1955 

and was employed by the Department of Veterans Affairs and Chairman of the Provincial Service Bureau from 

1957 to 1959.   

 

Offices/Chairmanships:  Branch:  President # 521, Bradford (1986-88), President # 229, Elora (1997-2001), 1
st
 

and 2
nd

 Vice in both Branches, Membership, PRO, Treasurer, Lottery,  Finance, Leadership Development , 

Constitution & Laws and Bar Chairman.  Currently serving as Treasurer of Branch 229 Elora. 

 

Zone C-3 Treasurer (1999 to 2012), Deputy Commander (2011-2013), Zone Commander (2013-2015).  

 

District:  Membership Chairman District E (1985-1989), District C Treasurer (2006 to 2013).  Currently serving 

as District Commander. 

 

Legion Awards: Branch President Medal (1988) District Officer Medal (1989), Zone Officer Medal (2001), 

Zone C-3 Certificate of Merit (2006) Life Membership, Branch 229 (2006) District C Certificate of Merit 

(2013), Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal (2013) and Zone Commander Medal (2015), District Commanders Bar 

and District Treasurers Bar (2017) 

 

Community Volunteer Activities include having served on Bradford BIA, coached Minor Ball and Hockey when 

kids were young. 

 

Hobbies and interests include:  He has now retired from playing baseball, loves to play golf and enjoying as 

much family time as possible. 
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District D Commander, Shelley Sing 

 

I bring you greetings from the 22 Branches within District D. I joined the 

Legion in 1976 to help out the Membership Chairman at my Branch.  I was 

not interested in getting involved other than to help out with the paperwork.  

Who would have thought that I would be in the position I am in today.  It is 

an honor and a privilege to be the District D Commander and to be able to 

work with a terrific group of individuals on my Council and magnificent 

Branches.   

 

Once again I bring greetings from the “Dynamic” (D) Team and I look 

forward to working with the other District Commanders, as well as the 

SEO’s and staff of Ontario Command. 

 

Yours in Comradeship 

Shelley Sing 

    ************************************ 

About Shelley: 

 

Shelley was born in Barrie, Ontario and grew up living on military bases such as CFB Petawawa, CFB Borden 

and CFB Namao (Edmonton).    

 

Shelley is currently in a semi-retirement mode, working for a local Golf Course. Prior to this, she was an 

Executive Assistant and Office Manager for TELUS Corporation for over 20 years and, prior to that, at Mutual 

of Omaha Insurance Company for 25 years.  Shelley and Vic were married in 1999. They have five daughters 

between them and 10 grandchildren between them with one more on the way.     

         

She joined the Legion in 1976 as a very proud Associate Member.  She joined because of her father who served 

40 years in the Canadian Army and was a member of the Legion. She served on her Branch Executive for over 

20 years as Membership, Secretary, Entertainment, Ways & Means, Poppy, Newsletter, Honors & Awards and 

First Vice President. 

She went on to serve her Zone as D1 Commander, Secretary, Poppy Chairman, Website Chairman, Membership 

Chairman and Youth Education Chairman. 

 

Finally Shelley served District D as Membership Chairman, Youth Education Chairman, Leadership 

Development Chairman, Sports Vice Chairman, Secretary, Chairman of District Veterans Assistance Fund, 

Poppy Vice Chairman and Deputy District Commander.  Shelley is currently serving as the District D 

Commander.   

Shelley’s husband Vic, is also involved in the Legion as the current Zone D1 Commander and District D Poppy 

Chairman. 
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District G Commander, Dave Cormier 

 

It was an honor and a privilege to be elected District G commander representing 

62 branches of the Royal Canadian Legion in our seven Zones from Hawkesbury 

to Napanee and all the way up to Chalk River. 

 

Comrades, District G like all other Districts, is plagued with many divisive 

issues in branches that are threatening to split the branches apart and making 

them unstable. Most of these issues would be solvable with strong, 

knowledgeable leadership that understands Legion protocol and what sucession 

planning is. 

 

District G feels, the time to move on training is now and it must be done at the 

Zone level in order to reach the maximum amount of branches.  

 

Training is needed in every aspect of running a Legion, from Leadership to Financial planning to Membership 

to Youth Education and to Branch Sports. If we do not initiate training we will lose more Legions (District G 

just lost a 90 yr. old branch) through bad management or divisive internal issues. Comrades the branches are our 

strength, if they fall then the Legion will fall and our veterans will unfortunately suffer the consequences. We 

owe it to both the veterans and the branches not to fail them. 

 

On Canada Day I had the privilege to speak at the re-dedication of a Veterans Park in Gananoque. The park is 

sponsored by the Legion Riders and it is just down from the cenotaph by the bridge. The Riders took over the 

park when they heard that Br. 92 could no longer afford to keep it up. They stepped in and re-landscaped the 

park to keep the veteran’s memory alive. The Legion Riders are sanctioned by Dominion Command and are 

Canada wide. We will be hearing more good things from this group as they continue to support our veterans and 

the Legion going forward. 

 

A big thank you to my Deputies, Comrades Joel Vansnick and Ken Heagle for their continued support, hard 

work and dedication in dealing with all of the above mentioned issues.  A thank you to all of my Council chairs 

for diligently working hard to fulfill their obligations and duties.  Also, a special mention to my District Branch 

Adviser Comrade Terry Jacobs, who has been a very busy man over the last few months, working with our 

branches on financial issues. 

 

Again, another reason why we as a Command must be committed to the education and training of branches! 

 

Yours in Comradeship,  

Dave Cormier 

District G Commander                                                

 

About Dave: 

 

He joined the Royal Canadian Legion in 1992 at Almonte Br. 240 as an associate member and joined the 

executive  as Sports Officer in 1998. Dave served the branch over the next 12 years on various chairs from 

Special Events to Youth-Ed, Entertainment, Honors & Awards, Secretary and 1
st
. Vice President, ending with 

President in 2010. 

He also served Zone G6 as Sports Officer in 2008, Deputy Commander in 2011 and Zone Commander in 2012. 
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In 2005, he was on the Almonte 125
th

 Birthday Celebrations Committee. 

In May 2012, was made a Life Member of Almonte Br. 240. In March 2013, received the Queen’s Diamond 

Jubilee medal. In April 2015, elected 1
st
 Deputy for District G. In April 2017, elected District G commander. 

Dave has the support of his lovely wife Connie and together they have 7 grown children and 11 grandchildren. 

 

 

District-H Commander, Steve Frech 
 

I started this term running at top speed.  There were still on-going issues 

inherited from the previous term and new ones appeared to pop-up weekly. 

 

The District held our second very successful “Legion School” with close to 90 

participants.  We are critiquing and reviewing feedback to make next years 

school even bigger and better. 

 

District-H has a very energetic and experienced Council and three Zone 

Commanders that are up to the challenges put before them. 

 

In June, my wife Gonny and I had the privilege of attending the evening 

ceremony at the Menin Gate in Ypres, Belgium.  Over 54,000 names of 

Commonwealth soldiers are cut into the walls of the gate, representing those 

who had been killed in Ypres area battles and who had no known grave.  I have also been to Vimy Ridge where 

similar soldiers are honoured.  All you can do is stand there and cry.  I met a family from the Netherlands and 

asked them why they were there and they simply said “We came to say Thank you”. 

 

August gave me my  first opportunity to participate in the Warrior's Day Parade.  I want to thank President 

Sharon for allowing and welcoming Gonny and my grandson, Max, to travel on the bus to this event and to the 

special attention paid to Max when we stopped at the Richmond Hill Branch.    

 

I have a feeling that this term is going to experience a change in how business is going to be done in Ontario 

Command and it is exciting to be part of it.   

 

A few personal things about my self. I spent eleven years in the 49
th

 (SSM) Field Regiment Royal Canadian 

Artillery, holding the ranks of Gunner, Bombadier, Sergeant and Lieutenant. I had the unique experience of 

working for the American Army in Munich, Germany in the early '70's while they were engaged in the Vietnam 

War.  Hence Vietnam veterans hold a special place in my heart. 

 

While travelling in Europe I also had the life-changing experience of meeting a Dutch girl who saw fit to marry 

me three years later.  We have a daughter Heidi, mother of Max and a son Jan who is a Legion member in Port 

Colbourne. 

 

Enough said.  I wish everyone in Ontario Command the best in their Legion endeavours. 

 

Service Not for Self   

 

Steve 
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The Royal Canadian Legion Ontario Command Branches and Ladies’ Auxiliaries Charitable Foundation 

President, Marg Emery 

 

Comrades,  

 

Since this is the first opportunity of this term to provide input for the 

newsletter and since there may be many Legionnaires reading this for the 

first time, it seems appropriate to tell you how the program works and 

share with you information about The Royal Canadian Legion Ontario 

Provincial Command Branches and Ladies' Auxiliaries Charitable 

Foundation, known usually as the Charitable Foundation. 

 

For any new Charitable Foundation directors or officers, roles and 

responsibilities can be found on the Ontario Command website under the 

Member Resources, then Forms and Manuals then under Manuals – Roles 

and Responsibilities for CF Directors just in case no one has shared this 

information with you yet and you are wondering what you are supposed to 

be doing.  

 

Information relative to the Guidelines for Applicants can also be found in 

the Ontario Command Officer’s Manual which is currently being updated.  Information can also be found on the 

RCL Ontario Command website – http://www.on.legion.ca/ 

 

The Charitable Foundation tab is located under the menu item Community Resources.  Under that tab you will 

find everything you need to know about CF and how to apply.  You will also find approved grant information 

for the last five years.   

 

As I am sure you know, Branches and Ladies Auxiliaries fund the program with donations from their lotteries 

and poppy funds. The Foundation receives applications for funding for medical equipment for hospitals, clinics, 

long term care facilities, fire departments, and other not-for-profit organizations involved in health care. The 

annual amount available for these donations is usually at least $500,000 per year and depending on donations it 

can be more.  The Foundation also funds up to $400,000 each year in student bursaries for post-secondary 

studies.  Together between the medical equipment and bursaries, this arm of the Royal Canadian Legion Ontario 

Command donates almost $1 million dollars each year to students and organizations across the province. That is 

a pretty staggering fact! You can expect to hear this statistic often. 

 

Annual budgets for CF are calculated by what is donated in that year plus interest earned, from that we minus 

any expenses and 20% of the interest earned (which goes to back into the capital funds) and that leaves the net 

funds available for the year. 

 

At our sub-committee in June, we make recommendations which will be discussed at our full committee of the 

whole meeting in November and at that time final decisions will be made as to which grants will be approved 

and for how much. 

 

I am so very excited to be a part of this exceptional program. It is one more reason why the Royal Canadian 

Legion is such a remarkable organization and community benefactor. Add this to all we do for our veterans, 

http://www.on.legion.ca/
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their dependants, our youth and of course fostering remembrance and I cannot imagine any organization that is 

more worthwhile in any community.  

  

Special thanks to the Ladies Auxiliaries not only for their donations but for their leadership at committee level 

and being great partners. As always thanks to the branches, zones and districts for their donations, without all of 

you there would be no Charitable Foundation.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marg Emery, President, Charitable Foundation 
 

Leadership Development Chairman,  Pat Smith 

Greetings:  formerly known as Training and Organizational Development 

(T&OD) the new Provincial LD committee met on 23 September 2017 to discuss 

and plan for the future. Our primary focus will be Branch Senior Officer training – 

ie: Branch Presidents, Vice Presidents, Secretaries and Treasurers. The Financial 

Review Guidelines have been re-written to a more user-friendly Handbook.  The 

majority of Branches are having difficulty recruiting people for the Financial 

Review process required by by-law therefore are non-compliant and right now 

Branch finances are vulnerable due to lack of audit/review on an ongoing basis.   

Orientation and training will be given to remedy this situation with the new 

handbook – downloadable from the Ontario Command Website. 

 

Additionally, Leadership Development and Branch Advisory are forming a 

partnership to work together in giving assistance to Branches. A natural fit.  We 

are here to help you, please focus – “Tell me and I forget. Teach me and 

I remember. Involve me and I learn”  Benjamin Franklin 
 

During this term Provincial Standing Committee Chairmen will not be delivering training sessions in the field.  

This will be the responsibility of the District Standing Committee Chairmen to coach the Zone Standing 

Committee Chairmen to train their Branch counterparts on a regular basis to enable Branch Executive members 

to become more active and productive in their various responsibilities. 

 

A program for New Member Orientation will also be issued and encouraged at Branch level to provide new 

members with information about the Legion Branch, its programs and services to Veterans, Dependants and the 

Community and how members can become involved – developing future leaders. 

 

We are just getting started and have a lot of work to do.  With thanks to my 

Committee – the District Leadership Development Chairmen  

Please work with us. 

Respectfully 

Pat Smith 
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Provincial Sports Chairman, Nancy Briscoe 

 

The 2017 sports events have been completed. The 2018 sports events begin 

in March 2018. The new events that were added in 2015 Washer Toss, 

Senior Darts, Ladies Golf are increasing in participation each year. There is 

also Ladies Horseshoes and Super Seniors in Golf with interest increasing 

in them as well. 

 

Our Annual Sports Meeting was held September 23rd. There was a full 

turnout from your sports committee members and there was good input and 

discussion on any changes that had to be made. I look forward to working 

with them.  

 

There will be a lot of new challenges in 2018 with the changes that have 

been made but I'm sure your Sports Committee will be able to handle them 

without problems. 

 

I wish everyone the best for the upcoming year. 

  

Nancy Briscoe 

Provincial Sports Chairman 

  

 

Veterans Service/Homeless and Veterans/Seniors Committee 

Vice-Chairman, Jackie Walter 

 

Since joining Branch 238, Fenelon Falls, at the insistence of our father, 

I’ve held various Executive positions, eventually, as Branch President for 

several terms, and am at it again, with the recent resignation of the branch 

president! Veterans are my passion, holding Branch VSS Chairman for 

most of my years. As well, I served as Zone F-4 Deputy Commander 

2007-2011, Commander 2011-2013, and now Past Commander from 

2013 to present. Also, sat as District F VSS from 2003 to 2011.  

 

A Life member, with MSM and Palm Leaf to the MSM, in 2010, a high 

point in my Legion life, was to be recognized by VAC, for enjoying my 

passion, and I was awarded the Veterans Affairs Commendation bar, by 

the VAC Minister of the day at Ottawa.  

 

Born and raised in Toronto, Fenelon Falls has been our home for over 30 

years. Jim and I celebrate our 59
th

 Anniversary on October 4, 2017. We 

have three amazing daughters, Christie, Loree and Robyn, three 

grandchildren and are expecting for Christmas 2017, our first GREAT 

grandchild!  

 

Comrades, I was thrilled to be appointed Provincial VSS/Homeless Vice-Chairman/Seniors Chairman this term, 

and thank Comrade Sharon for the opportunity to serve in this capacity. As communities introduced programs 
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for the increasing senior population, the need for a Legion Seniors Committee waned. The role has changed. 

There is a demand for advocates to challenge governments and society on seniors’ issues. Who better than an 

organization with our membership base, primarily seniors! Time for us to take the lead, again, as the Legion 

responded to Veterans, so will we work for our Seniors. Watch for news items coming your way. 

 

In Comradeship, 

 

 Jackie     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the 3rd year in a row the Ruck 2 

Remember crew, in partnership with 

Ontario Command organized and 

executed the "Road To Recovery" 

ruck march in support of Operation 

Leave the Streets Behind. This annual 

event took place this year over four 

days covering 150km from Petawawa to 

Kanata Ontario. The Ruck 2 Remember crew was graciously hosted at the Petawawa Legion branch 517, the 

Cobden Legion Branch 550, the Renfrew Legion branch 148, the Arnprior Legion Branch 178 and the Kanata 

Legion Branch 638. 

Br. 550 Coben 

Br. 648 Kanata 

Br. 148 Renfrew 
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The purpose of the event each year is to recognize Military, Police and First responders that died the year before 

and to raise funds for the Operation Leave the Streets Behind program so the Legion can continue to get 

Veterans off the street. This year the event has raised over $20,000 dollars for the program with money still 

coming in. The team is happy to announce as well that due to the community and Legion support they saw in 

the Ottawa valley between the local press, the hospitality and the support at Garrison Petawawa that next year’s 

event will once again take place in the Ottawa valley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ruck 2 Remember team would like to extend its thanks once again to the Royal Canadian Legion, and note 

that it looks forward to future events in partnership together. 

 

Lino Di Julio 

Founder, Ruck To remember  

Join us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/Ruck.to.remember 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/Ruck.to.remember
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Immediate Past President, Brian Weaver 

 

Comrades all; 

 

I was privileged today to be asked to attend the unveiling of a memorial plaque in the honoring of Captain 

Nichola Kathleen Sarah Goddard, MSM, RMC, of our Canadian Military who was killed in action in 

Afghanistan 2006. This young brave soldier was the 16th to be killed in action overseas and was the first female 

Canadian combat soldier killed in combat.. 

 

This unveiling took place by her parents, Tim and Sally Goddard 

of Charlottetown P.E.I. plus a huge gathering of family and friends, 

Legion representatives including our own V.P. Buck Buchanan, District 'F' Commander Don Ramsey, Deputy 

Zone 'F-2' Commander Wayne McKinnon, Br. #133 President John Aiken and 1
st
 Vice Iris Milne, plus many 

branch members. An honour guard from the RMC Kingston was on hand for the unveiling. This plaque was 

unveiled today by her parents, Tim and Sally on the #401 overpass at Ontario Street in Cobourg, On.  

 

Nicola was born in New Guinea before moving to Canada and trained at the Royal Military College in 

Kingston. The True Patriot Love organization was instrumental in getting this whole day coming into being. 

They are embarking on getting every overpass along the Route of Heroes on the #410 from Trenton to Toronto 

named in honor of our fallen Comrades. It truly was a very solemn occasion to witness today. I put this one in 

the memory bank for sure. 

 

We Will Remember Them. 

 

Brian Weaver 
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REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 

This photo was brought to me by a man who found an envelope with some family pictures inside. In 

handwriting, on the back of the photo is: "Habarcq, France, Xmas 1918, Uncle John".Written on the envelope 

are the words "Hicks Gen". He put an ad in the local paper but no one claimed it, so he thought we might like it 

for historical reference. I have taken it upon myself to try and find as much information as I can. If anyone is 

able to identify the person(s), their rank and battalion, or any historical information would be appreciated. I 

would like to share the historical value for Remembrance Day. Through your help, I may even find the owner of 

the photograph! 

In Comradeship 

Linda Duncan 

The Gibson Center for Community, Arts and Culture 

linda@gibsoncentre.com 

 

 

  

mailto:mailto:lduncan1409@gmail.com
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On November 11, the country honours its deceased Veterans in an outdoor display of their photos, projected 

near the National War Memorial, before the start of the Remembrance Day Ceremony. Anyone is welcome to 

send a photo of a fallen Canadian Veteran they would like to see in this act of Remembrance. 

As a way to honour and remember relatives and friends who have served Canada, Canadians are invited to 

forward a photograph of a deceased Veteran to Dominion Command to be displayed on large video screens 

located near the National War Memorial and shown prior to the start of the Remembrance Day Ceremony held 

on November 11th.  

Deceased Canadian Veterans (including those who were part of the Merchant Navy and Ferry Command), 

whose death was attributable to any cause before or after they served, can be part of the Virtual Wall of Honour.  

 High resolution electronic files or high resolution photo prints (the quality of the image submitted 

dictates the quality of the image displayed)  

 Include the Veteran’s name, years of service, element or force, regiment/unit to which the departed 

belonged  

 One image for each honoured Veteran will be used  

 No original photographs, service records or other documentation please; they cannot be returned  

Submissions for the 2017 Virtual Wall of Honour and Remembrance need to be received by October 27, 2017. 

Later submissions will be included in the 2018 edition.  

Send photos to:  

Dominion Command  

86 Aird Place  

Ottawa, ON K2L 0A1  

RememberingThem@legion.ca 

mailto:RememberingThem@legion.ca

